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Décor	

	

Antiques:	One	of	the	fastest	and	easiest	ways	to	set	a	mood	for	
a	discussion	of	a	book	set	 in	colonial	America	 is	 through	some	

strategically	 placed	 antiques.	 Some	pretty	 bowls,	water	 ewers,	

Grandma’s	porcelain,	pots	with	galvanized	finishes,	rustic	tools,	
distressed	decorations,	and	heirloom	knickknacks	can	easily	be	

set	 up	 around	 a	 table,	 on	 mantels,	 or	 near	 discussion	 areas.	

Tabletop	or	standing	windmills	conjure	a	perfect	Dutch	colonial	

image.	Quilts	and	crocheted	blankets	make	nice	couch	and	chair	
coverings	for	a	discussion	in	a	parlor,	and	if	you	have	a	fireplace	

or	hearth,	that’s	the	perfect	colonial	background	for	a	gathering.	

Don’t	 stress	 about	 the	 accuracy	 of	 the	 antiques;	 you’re	 simply	

going	for	ambiance.	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Ships	and	Nautical	Themes:	Much	of	the	book	takes	place	on	or	around	ships	and	

harbors,	so	a	nautical	theme	will	work	nicely.	Take	care	to	seek	out	colonial-style	

nautical	pieces,	such	as	ship’s	wheels,	galleons,	compasses,	and	anchors,	and	avoid	
modern	styles,	 such	as	 sailboats,	 life	vests,	preservers,	 and	buoys.	 See	 the	Crafts	

section	for	some	unique	ship	stencils	you	can	use	in	decorating.	Cookies	can	be	de-

signed	with	cookie	cutters	in	anchor,	ship,	and	ship’s	wheel	styles;	Bespoked	Cura-

tions	 features	 a	 ship’s	 wheel	 plunger-style	 cookie	 cutter	with	 detail	 (and	 ease!)	
that	 is	 superior	 to	most	 (pictured).	Cupcakes	are	another	easy	snack	 that	can	be	

nauticalized.	Ship	or	anchor	cupcake	picks	make	an	easy	nautical	 treat.	Use	blue	

cupcake	papers	 in	various	shades	 to	depict	water,	or	 snatch	up	Wilton’s	anchor-
patterned	papers	(pictured).	Sword	picks	are	perfect	for	small,	soft	finger	foods,	or	

can	be	crisscrossed	on	top	of	cupcakes	for	an	easy	design.	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



	 5	

Chocolate	 Candy	 Molds:	 Making	 your	 own	 chocolate	 candy	 is	 a	
special	 treat	 that’s	 easier	 than	 you	 think.	 There	 are	many	 styles	 of	

nautical	molds	 that	 can	 be	 used	 to	make	 large	 or	 small	 pieces,	 in-

cluding	 a	 great	 old	 ship	 design	 (#NO50)	 by	 CybrTrayd	 (pictured),	

and	galleon-shaped	lollipops.	For	smaller	pieces,	or	cupcake	toppers,	
try	 smaller	 molds	 in	 anchor	 shapes.	 See	 the	 Recipes	 section	 for	 a	

how-to	on	making	your	own	molded	candy.	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	
	

Maps:	 The	 idea	 of	 journeying	 and	 traveling	 is	

prevalent	 in	 this	 book,	 and	 maps	 lend	 them-

selves	 nicely	 to	 that	 décor.	 Tablecloths,	 gift-

wrap,	gift	boxes,	or	other	decorations	with	old-
world	map	 themes	will	bring	 the	 idea	of	 jour-

neying	to	life.	If	you	are	on	the	East	Coast,	look	

for	 antiqued	maps	 of	 New	 England,	 Connecti-
cut,	or	New	Jersey.	Old	lithograph	and	illustra-

tion	plates	also	make	unique	designs.	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	
	

	

Horses:	Horses	play	an	integral	part	in	Ruth’s	adventures,	

and	 there	 are	parallels	 between	our	protagonist	 and	 the	
animal	she	knows	so	well.	Horse	decorations	or	gift	ideas,	

such	 as	 horseshoes,	 wall	 tack,	 and	 stenciled	 burlap	 gift	

bags,	make	a	perfect	book	theme.	Need	to	entertain	some	

kids	 during	 the	 discussion?	 Breyer	 has	 paint-your-own	
model	horse	kits	(pictured)	that	are	good	quality	and	in-

expensive.	 See	 the	 Crafts	 section	 for	 some	 unique	 horse	

stencils	for	further	crafting	ideas.	
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Food	Table	Décor:	 A	 tablecloth	 in	 a	map	 style	will	
give	 the	 sense	 of	 travel,	 and	 a	 cloth	 in	 blue	 or	 sea-

foam	will	 give	 the	 sense	 of	 ocean	water.	 For	 a	 neat	

look,	 vary	your	 shades	of	blue	between	your	ocean-

themed	products.	Paper	products	that	look	like	metal	
or	wood	add	old-time	style	 to	 the	 food	table.	Beistle	

makes	a	great	disposable	paper	plate	 that	 looks	 like	

aged	pewter	(pictured)	and	another	paper	plate	that	

looks	like	old	porcelain	called	Traditional	Silver	(pic-
tured).	 Wooden	 flatware,	 such	 as	 Green	 Owl	 Birch-

wood	 Forks	 (pictured)	 add	 a	 colonial	 touch.	 Copper	

or	pewter	handled	cups	make	an	excellent	addition	if	

you	have	them	handy,	although	they	can	be	costly	to	
purchase	in	bulk.	(Got	any	friends	who	drink	Moscow	

Mules?	Ask	 them	 to	 lend	 you	 a	 set!)	Make	 sure	 you	

have	 a	 handle	 for	 any	metal	 cups	 in	 which	 you	 are	
serving	hot	liquids.	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Flowers:	 Flowers	 are	 always	 a	 lovely	
visual	for	any	décor.	To	stay	in	keeping	

with	 the	 wild	 nature	 of	 the	 book	 and	

the	 time	 period,	 we	 suggest	 merely	

picking	 whatever	 wildflowers	 or	 thick	
brushflowers	you	have	nearby	and	cre-

ating	 untidy	 arrangements	 of	 them	 in	

old	 vases,	 canisters,	 ewers,	 and	 dis-

tressed	buckets.	Blazing	 star,	 old	milk-
pods,	pampas,	 and	 thistle	make	bright,	

wild-looking	 bunches.	 Cattails	 and	 tall	

grasses	 evoke	 a	 sense	 of	 the	 harbor,	 if	

you	are	near	marshy	land	to	find	some,	
and	 shafts	 of	 wheat	 or	 cotton	 stems	

make	 a	 colonial	 bouquet	 in	 a	 pinch.	

Sprigs	 of	 lilac	 in	 old-fashioned	 cans,	
buckets,	ewers,	and	milk	canisters	have	

a	full,	vibrant	look	and	smell	of	spring-

time,	hope,	and	new	beginnings.	
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Candles:	 As	 you	 analyze	 the	 feelings	 and	 senses	 of	 the	 book,	 don’t	
forget	 another	 sense	 that’s	 important	 to	making	people	 feel	 the	mo-

ment:	 smell.	 For	 darker,	 grittier,	 or	moodier	 scents,	 we	 recommend	

West	 Texas	 Saddle	 Leather	 soy	 candles	 from	 Fredericksburg	 Candle	

Co.,	Old	Factory	soy	candles	in	Leather	scent,	Crate	&	Barrel’s	musky-
sweet	Tabac	&	Leather	handpoured	soy,	and	the	Yankee	Candle	Co.’s	

WoodWick	line	in	Leather,	Oak,	Mahogany,	or	Humidor,	each	of	which	

comes	with	a	natural	wooden	wick	that	sounds	like	a	crackling	fire	as	

it	 burns.	 For	 wintry,	 moody	 evenings,	 Paddywax	makes	 a	 great	 soy	
candle	 in	 a	 gray	 prism	 milk	 glass	 called	 Evening	 Fog,	 and	 highly	

recommended	 are	 Yankee	 Candle	 Co.	 scents	 in	Winter	 Glow,	Winter	

Garden,	 and	 Apple	 Pumpkin.	 For	 nautical	 themes,	 we	 recommend	

Yankee	 Candle	 Co.’s	 Ocean	 Star	 scent,	 Colonial	 Candle’s	Harbor	Mist	
scent,	 and	 Paddywax	 Relish	 Jar	 Collection	 in	 Ocean	 Tide	 &	 Sea	 Salt.	

And	for	the	lilac	lover,	there’s	Decoware’s	handpoured	candles	in	Lilac	

Blossom.	

	

	

	

	

	

		

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Music	
	

While	 most	 colonists	 seldom	 heard	 music	 in	 their	 daily	

lives	outside	of	church,	Europe	was	still	rich	with	music	at	

this	time.	Baroque	music	and	hymns	were	popular—includ-

ing	 Pachelbel’s	 Canon,	 c.	 1680,	 and	many	 early	 Christmas	
carols—and	 anything	 on	 a	 harpsichord,	 violin,	 or	 Renais-

sance	 cittern	 (known	 today	 as	 an	 English	 Guitar).	 Many	

online	sites	offer	 free	streaming	of	Baroque	music,	 includ-

ing	 radio.net/s/audiophilebaroque,	 and	 HalidonMusic	 on	
YouTube,	 which	 has	 free	 streaming	 of	 multiple	 videos	

containing	over	two	hours	of	uninterrupted	Baroque	music	

each.	Play	 this	music	softly	 in	 the	background	of	your	dis-
cussion	to	set	the	mood.	

	

Finishing	Touches:	A	quill	pen	and	inkwell	make	for	an	excellent	guestbook	sign-in	or	journal-writing	

craft	project.	 If	you	need	paper	 for	your	discussion,	 try	a	parchment	paper	 for	added	effect,	or	create	

your	own	with	tea-	and	coffee-staining.	For	a	quick	snack	on	your	food	table,	get	some	full	orange	and	

purple	carrots,	still	in	their	stems.	Wash	and	scrub	them	thoroughly,	split	them	in	two	lengthwise	from	

end	to	end,	and	leave	them	as-is,	halved	and	wild-looking.	


